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وه چرس INTRODUCTION: Na ne‏ تن 


At the moment we have reached a stage that made it necessary for us to come out and 
talk openly with you about the function "FRONTLINE-INFO" can have in the non-par- 
liamentary resistance, and about the discussions and developments in Frontline- 


The starting point were the discussions we had within our group, in which we expressed 
our political and personal points of view, and so gave them a more common character. 
We used these discussions as a possibility to make our ideas and experiences clear. For 
us this is the basis from which collectivity starts and can continue to grow. 
Frontline Info, as a part of the radical resistant movement in W.europe, Holland and 
Amsterdam, has both a defined practical function and goal.Before we define these two 
aspects,we should point out that Frontline Info as, such does not represent any one © 
particular political veiwpoint. We as Frontline, support all left-wing resistance, 
both militant and non~militant,that fight against the patriarchal, racist and economic 
oppression worldwide,and that fight for self determination and liberation also world- 
wide. We are not involved in a sectarian struggle. 
Eventually we aim to evolve into a collective, however the discussions concerning our 
collective identity are far from finished. - 1 
The practical function of Frontline Info is: 

1, To inform people in other countries of important political developments and 
activities that occur in Holland and to a more limited extent,W.europe. 

2. To make available to the Amsterdam/dutch movement information sent to us from 
our contacts in other countries,both inside and outside europe. 
The goal of Frontline Info, with regard to both 1 and 2 is that hopefully,via such a 
network of info groups people/groups in various countries will not be as isolated and 
ignorant (this isolation and ignorance is maintained to a great extent,by the censor- 
ship of information by both state and capitalist controlled media concerns) of ` 
political developments,and are therefore strenghtened in their political struggle and 
beliefs. 
We are involved with the struggle/movement here in Amsterdam,Holland and in W.europe 
on a grass-roots level. 


This exchange of information/opinions momentarily takes place on an international, re- 
gional and city-level. This exchange of experiences and information on all levels is not 
only stimulating but also becomes more and more necessary.and important. 

The economical crisis of the capitalistic system makes it very clear how the relations ir 
this system work. Politicans as usual try to create the ideal conditions for the ruling 
class to guarantee their profits. Only in this light can the political developments be 
interpreted. We will have to cope with the consequences. One of the capitalistic super- 
projects is the “united Europe of 1992". '92 means for us not only the "opening of the 
borders", but will mean for everybody who will-or cannot take part in an inhuman produc- 
tion process and for everybody who will fight for her/his rights, serious political and 
social consequences. This will be f.i. shortages an social Security (the rich get richer, 
the poor get poorer), forced labour, the destruction of our cities, which wikl become mor 
amd more geared to the economic interests of the rulers and will’ waste away to dead com- 
mercial centers where there will be no room for us. In the background of this life-hostil 
development the rulers get ready for a confrontation with a growing number of people who 
in this situation can do nothing than take what they need. Every day the repressive ma- 
chinery of the state grows in power and we can feel it directly. F.i. article 140 (con- 
spiracy), the sentences of the courts become heavier, the actions of the cops, all are 
determined by this development, are all measures to prevent individual protest becoming 
a common resistance; it is the intimidation- and smash-up-policy of the system. 

. We have to build up organizational structures , which can stand strong against the 
growing armament of the state and which allows us a life in which we can keep the courage 
to fight for our rights. 

Because the rulers have much toemuch to loose to let their existence depend on chance, 
we are controlled, infiltrated and observed in order to get a picture of our skills. This 
forces us to build up safe structures on which we can rely and we also have to be more 
open and treat each other more honestly. The trust in each other, our determination to 
go on together, are the basis of these structures, only in that way they will have 
substance and we will have the power to withstand and fight against the violence of the 
state. 

In contradiction to the existing relations which are based on oppresssion and institu- 
tionalized violence, we have to/want to take ourselves and our ideas seriously and cre- 
ate a base of trust between us. Therefore we need to build links through mutual discus- 
sion and common struggle that goes further than planning and carrying out actions. We 
must hot degrade ourselves to mere instruments but should demand the same from ourselves 
we demand from our environment. 
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SQUATTING 


Introduction 


We would like to tell something about the squatting struggle here in Holland and how 
it has developed during the last few months. 

As you probably know there was a strong squatters movement in the beginning of the 
eighties; a lot of squatted houses and buildings and often a massive resistance 
against evictions. 

This has decreased a lot during the last few years, the contribution to practical and 
theoretical developments is minimal, which has different kinds of reasons. 

We would also like to write about perspectives, what we can do about it to turn around 
this development. We want to give a picture of the initiatives which have been taken 
during and after the squat week, of developments surrounding the houses which are at 
this moment threatened with eviction, amongst which are 60 houses belonging to the 
city of Amsterdan. 

At the beginning of the eighties, there was quite a strong squatters movement which 
had the image of being a force against the practices of speculators and city council. 
Through th massive strength of mainly young people who resisted against evictions, or 
who squatted houses themselves, it was possible to confront the state with the problem 
of the housing shortage. However, because it was very easy to squat Heuses and because 
a lot of people did not have a place to live, a lot of people did it out of a concrete 
need, and not so much out of political reasons. The struggle against speculation, high 
rents and the demolition of social securities was done mainly by people who saw more 
perspectives in the movement, than just one which only takes care of finding people a 
place to live. 

This lead, more or less, to two different groups, and although these groups often 
worked together, one group had its priorities within their own neighbourhoods, and 

the other in developing a more general struggle against this system. 

The different interests were expressed within the discussions and over the years the 
two groups gradually grew more and more apart. One side being more involved within 
their neighbourhood, the other group being more orientated to develop the struggle 
against the system, against the reorganisation of the cities, against cuts on social 
welfare, for international solidarity, against apartheid, womens struggle etc... 

The contacts which existed between people were used less and less, people grew away 
from each other. Despite the different interests both groups still continued squatting, 
seeing each other only at squats or at evictions of squatted houses. Because of this 
however resistance against evictions grew less and less because it was left to the 
people of the house to decide for themselves what to do against it. The movement got 
stuck in running from one eviction to the other, and on the side there was a lot of 
criticism towards each other and also lack of perspectives for the future. 

The state interfered with its strategy of divide and rule: the ones who squatted 
because they needed a place to live, where left in peace mostly; however others who 
saw squatting as part of a more general struggle against the pracitces of this system 
were evicted immediately, or at least threatened with eviction. Thus the state created 
the "good" and the "bad" squatters; squatters who wnat to negotiate and squatters who 
are just a bunch of anti-socials who want to make chaos. 

The borders of the 'justice'state had to be pointed out again, which resulted in hard 
actions by the police during evictions, putting into force of special neighbourhood 
police squads, and almost total control of the neighbouthood streets. 

The actions of police and'Justice' increased. Once they hit very hard in a neighbourhood 
where a lot of houses used to be Squatted and where the people had built up their own, 
strong, organisation. These actions, under which was the murder of Hans Kok, made clear 
how they intended to deal with us in the future. In more general terms the new anti- 
Squatting law, the "standing empty law", came into force on the Ist of Jan. '87. 
After the murder of Hans (25.10.85) there was a short revival of actions and co-operation 
people felt they had to fight united in order to survive, to exist. However the differ- 
ences were too great, there was no common perspective and therefore there was no common 
or strong resistance against the direct threat of eviction when the anti-squatting law 
came into force. 
Very few people were interested in doing actions for various Squats threatened with evic- 
tion which was also caused by the fact that people were, on the one side, asked to join 
the resistance against the evictions, and on the other side, to understand why people 
oe around the table with the city council in order to have their house lega- 
ised. 
The expected wave of evictions did not (yet) occur, however approximately 80 squats 
were summoned to appear in court, Some were evicted, but most were claimed and 
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۳ : This means that we have to discus clearly our behaviour, 
our every-day life. Untill now our behaviour still fits in with the accepted middle- 
class behaviour patterns that are the basis for the smooth process of ioslation asked 
for by this system. For all.of these reasons we need a lively ongoing discussion, here 
and everywhere. 

Concretely this means that people are no longer only asked to take part in developments, 
actions or initiatives where they are merely usefull but that their whole personality 
is integrated into this process, i.e. that different experiences are discussed while — 
determining the actual contents (of an action, of...}. The experiences of the last period 
show that our actions untill now lack real political power because they are not the rer 
sult of a continous selfdetermined development but are responses to the situations we 
are confronted with. : 

The need to fight back against the state machine, to prevent their projects, must not 

be used to pardon or tolerate patriarchal, oppressive mechanisms in our collective 
struggle. We have tried to clarify our patriarchal, consumer-like behaviour. Our sug- 
gestion (as frontline ( was (and still is) for a continuing discussion, 
which we want to reproduce in discussionpapers, on information-evenings etc. and in 


doing so give thema broader character. We thought that this might be a contribution to 
a mutual discussion that would not only be a reaction on political and social develop- 
ments, but create a common base on which we can organise our resistance and determine 
our development together. But we had over-estimated ourselves. Quite soon it became 
clear that at that moment we hadn't enough energy and time to concentrate on that dis~ 
cussion. The discussion on patriarchy which we had started at a certain point failed. 

It was hard to connect each other, because, once again, the reaction to actual events 
was more important than having a continuing substanéial discussion. 
The discussion on patriarchy was important for us, because in our shop there are near- 
ly only men and that alone is a reason to discuss prec isely this item - our experien- 
ces also show us that our links at present are not strong enough and our structures 

are not yet ready to stop patriarchal mechanisms. Rape, violence against (mainly) wo- 
men, functionalizing of different skills and existing behaviour patterns 
are not only the oppressive symptoms of the existing relations of power, , 

but also of our resistance-structures. The current "moral" of the ruling capi- 

tal has succeeded in representing these oppressive relations as seemingly natural. In 
our structures this is mostly only discussed when, once again, we are confronted con~ 
cret® exemples of this oppressive violence (rape, aggression, role playing...). During 
our discussions we wanted to become clear on what we ourselves can do to fight these 
yelations structurally. 

ntill now this has led to the setting aside of the taboe on the private sphere. This 
urned out to be very important because patriarchal behaviour is mainly evident in our 
exual relationships, contacts that we actual don't like to talk about so much. As men- 
tioned above we didn't have the patience and energy to pursue this discussion as far as 
we wanted to, because meanwhile there were many evictions (of squats) and the hunger- 
strike in the prisons of germany (and france) going on. 
Now we want to carry on from where we stopped, i.e. to try to understand the oppressing, 
individualizing mechanisms in their functional (practical) context and see the conse~ 
quences. The reason that untill now we cannot present a collective response does not mean 
that we don't want and will not go on discussing. 

The main reason is that only together we can develop the clarity we need for our fur- 
ther steps. First of all we have to build a common base and mutual respnsibility and 
trust, and that takes more time than we thought initially. We want to take this time 

to get to know each other as whole persons/individuals, to try together to develop 
structures in a way in which there is no space for exploitation and oppression in any 
form. 

The articles in this NEWSLETTER are also the result of our discussions. They show the 
experiences and the position of Frontline~Info in the struggle here in Holland. We are 
not indifferent or uncaring as to how and in which direction the resistance in NL will 
develop. We are part of it and trying to do our best to go on stronger together. 

The piece on Aids is out of "open road", we translated it because it clearly shows how 
far the ruling class goes with their control tactics in order to safeguard their inte- 
rests. 

We wish all of you an active fighting summer. 

Particularly our friends in the Hafenstrasse in Hamburg and the AZ (autonomous center) 
in Wuppertal we send support and wish them lots of power in the struggle for their hou” 
ses and for selfdetermination. HAFEN BLEIBT: 
Collectivity is the power that's driving uS......... 
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Frontline Info june '89. 


On tuesday a lot of houses were squatted or occupied (universties). 

On wednesday again a lot of squats, and in Amsterdam a bicycle demonstration against 
city building which went by a lot of speculator projects. About 200 people took part 
in the demo. 

On thursday there was a national squatting action; about 150 people met. and squatted 
the former ministry of Justice. After the successful occupation (for a few hours) we 
left the building. As to the anti-squatting law, to create more clarity about what 
the consequences are or might be, and about how the city council wants to make 


squatting impossible step by step and thereby destroys the existing structures of 
resistance. 


From a staement about the national squat action in Den Haag: 


"With this we do not only want to protest the anti-squatting law, but also against 
the use of Law art.140, against re-organisation and crisis politics." 
The "Standing empty law": 
"Specudators have, from time immortal, left houses stand empty, despite large housing 
shortage. House owners have an interest in lack of living space. It increases the 
rent prices. Different reasons, such as commercial interprises leaving the city, cause 
a hot of houses to be left empty. The speculators grabbed their’chances. Often it was 
more profitable to leave a house or building empty than to let it be rented. At the 
same time, the housing shortage increased. The answer to this was simple: occupying 
the empty buildings and make them suitable to live in. Although squatting in the juri- 
dical sense of "making use of empty spaces without any juridical ground" has existed 
for ages, it doesn't become possible juridically before 1971. Then the High Court stat 
that no disturbance of domestic or local peace is commited if an empty house or 
building is squatted. Because of this verdict the Prosecution had to change its policy 
with regards to squatting. Squatting did not mean an automatic eviction anymore, 
In the years thereafter the juridical space has decreased more and more by juris- 
prudence and changes of policy by the Prosecution. From 1981, the juridical loophole 
closed, for instance by the "Huidenstraat-truc". This is a juridical process in which 
the buyer demands the seller to sell a building empty. All of this without the possi- 
bility for the occupants to interfere. The government on its turn comes up with the 
"empty housing law" in 1986. 
The contents of the law were: 
¬ temporary rent without legal protection became possible. 
~ the claiming of houses and buildings by the local governments, in order to use 
them for people who urgently need a place to live, became easier. 
~ as from the Ist of Jan.1987 squatters could be juridically charged anonimously. 
However in practice: 
- temporary rent is used only by house owners in order to protect their houses from 
squatting 
~ claiming is hardly used, and a register of empty houses is not compiled anywhere 
(as the law prescribes) 
= anonymous charges against squatters are being used regularly, 
The law turns out to be an attempt to make squatting impossible. 
However as long as there are empty houses, many front door locks will be destroyed!" 
At the same day.of the national action in Den Haag, a beautiful building in Utrecht 
was squatted, an office building had been empty for years. A typical example of city 
development against which the complete neighbourhood is protesting, however without 
any result until today. The aim of this demonstrative Squat was to put life into the 
neighbourhood. Stop city building in Utrecht! 
Friday another action in Utrecht: the office of a lawyer of a speculator was occupied. 
(Van Bavel, the owner of 32 Maliesingel, a squat threatened with eviction). 
"We demand a call off of an eviction and declare our solidarity with the squatters 
of the Stadhouderskade in Amsterdam", according to a statement, Fearing a razzia in 
a squatted pub the occupation was stopped. However Van Bavel will not have peace! 


On saturday there was a large party in Amsterdam to end the squatting week with a lot 
of videos, films music and discussions. 


A few examples of squats in Amsterdam, Utrecht and Nijmegen which were squatted in 
the squat week an which were except for a couple, evicted again. The initiatives to 
build up something together, were linked with a lot of cynical and distrusful discus- 
sions, however despite this people tried to talk about perspectives and tried to put 
this into practice, 


In Amsterdam different houses were squatted, and a lot of people took part in these گر‎ 
Squats (8Q700). 
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This however was not done for the people who lived there, but for people who stood 

"on the top of the list" (according to the city), mostly being young families. 

A lot of people saw no perspective in this, giving up living together, and tried to 
fight against the evictions of their houses, sometimes with success. About 20 squats 
were evicted, ۱ 

Lately people try to motivate more people in the struggle against the hard line of 

the city coucil because of the direct threat from the city council to evict "its" 
houses, and therefore the disturbance for a lot of people of the peaceful sistuation 
of already living in a squat for so many years. This is not always easy and now 
especially, its clear that there are a lot of differences in opinions, between and 
within, various squats, about the questions of legalisation, buying the house yourself 
or resistance against eviction. 

The discussion is difficult, in the end a lot of people have chosen for the safety 

of their own little rented room or appartment, and not for the struggle for our own 
space, for living together., for our own structures etc. This position is completely 
opposite to the position taken by the city council which has made it clearer that it | 
wants to get rid of the "squatting problem", and thereby wants to destroy the structures | 
| 


(of resistance) which are threatening, of independant initiatives against all the shit 
which surrounds us. 

An extract from a statement from the occupants of two threatened squats: 

"With your back against the wall, huge unsatisfaction about the commonly followed 
defensive strategy and with the perspective ofan eviction and temporary rent appart~ 
ments, the idea started to grow that it; was impossible this way, that we had to turn 
it around and that we must take the initiative into our own hands", 

and further on: 

"The restricted space which the city is offering us can never replace what we have 
fought for ourselves. However to squat something totally new will not be easy, not 
for us and not for all the other people from squats which they want to evict, 


Something about the initiatives against the anti-squatting Law and against the policy 
of city building. 

With this so-called "standing empty law" it became more easy for house~owners to 
evict squats, and also the city lost its social mask by making use of this law. A lot 
of houses were squatted in resistance against this, however, they were all evicted 
after a little while, making it virtually impossible for the resistance to develop. 

A squat-week was ment to get people together again and to discuss with each other 

how to continue, how to bundle our strengths in the struggle agaisnt the attacks on 
Our structures... ۱ , 

"The anti~squatting law has already existed now for 2 years. The expectations which 
we had then, that this Law would make squatting impossible (large waves of evictions 
etc), did not come about, however it is true that it has become easier for house- 
owners to have their house evicted. The only ‘positive’ part of the law (the re~-allot~ 
ment of houses for social living space which was made easier) appeared to be a hollow 
paragraph. Squatting simply continued. 

Why a squatting week? 

The idea behind the squatting week was not to build up a new squatters movement , but 
to stimulate the discussion concerning the "why" of squatting and the position it has 
within the action movement. We also wanted to again determine the possibility of 
viewing squatting in a broader perspective of struggle for a better way of life, 
against large scale city developments, housing shortage etc... 

Once more we take on the task, not by starting up some kind of talk group, but by 
organising something definate. We choose for a whole week to be able to give atten- 
tion toidifferent subjects. Long live the squatting week! : 

In short, it's a busy week. The last few years of squatting came out mainly as 
resistance against the anti-squatting law and against evictions. While in different — 
cities people still squat houses every week in order to have a place to live. Squatting 
is still alive, despite the pessimistic things which have been said lately. The natio- 
nal squat week is also an answer to the misery which has come over squatting 

(Law art.140, anti-squatting law, police infiltration, criminalisation etc). , 

We are going ۲0 take up the initiative again in order to break through the isolation 
which has come over us from the outside," ۱ > 

The first day people built up a mobile ghetto in Nijmegen and in a lot of cities 
people squatted empty buildings. Also in a lot of cities offices of the conservative 
christian party were occupied, demanding no:cuts in social security benefits and no 
forced labor. 


6 


E Se 
OST RUN wel 


However most of these were evicted within a few weeks on the ground of the rubber 
paragraph "breaking domestic peace". Shortly something about one squat and what 
happened with it: 

418 Prinsengracht was squatted by 80 people one day before the squat week started. 
Electricity, gas, water and part of the floors were demolished, the house had alreac 
been empty for 1} years, The next day the demolition contractor came threatening to 
evict the house with the help of some thugs. The house was barricaded and defended 
by a lot of people, and the thugs did not turn up. What did come was a legal charge 
on breaking domestic peace (!). The owner said he-had plans for the house: 

luxury appartments costing .}million guilders each, Although nothing had happened fc 
l} years and the cops had said that the house was empty, the Public Prosecutor decid 
negatively: eviction, A legal process was started against this and in the mean time 
it was made clear to those responsible that an eventual eviction would have conseque 
for them..At the owner, his lawyer and at ‘justice’ the windows were destroyed, shit 
was left behind and slogans were painted. Shortly before the expected eviction an 
action was done against 'justice', Fron the statement issued by the group claiming 
responsibility for the action: 

“in the early morning of Tuesday 27th of Feb., we cut a hole in the wall between 

the squat of 418: tirsengracht and the building of 'justice' ať 416 Prinsengracht, ar 

broken into the building. No alarm went off, they possibly didn't expect people to 
come in through the walls. We hung out a banner "Squat justice", phoned other people 
and the press that we did it and barricaded the doors and windows. Why? 

- 'justice' wants to evict us at 418 Prinsengracht, so we squat ‘justice’. 

~ today 'justice' tries to get René back into prison and thereby it tries to convict 

RARA and similar groups as well, and in fact all people who, in the struggle for a 
self determinéd life, do not always stick to their little rules. 

~ within the near future, the compulsory carrying of identification papers will come 

into order, making control on what people do or not do even more perfect. 

And last but not least: ‘justice’ will always take sides of speculators who would lik 

the Amsterdam canals to be changed into one large luxury appartment. 

Break the walls, squat 'justice'!" 

On 25.5 two squats were evicted in Utrecht. One was defended by 80 people standing 

behind small burning barricades. The houses had been barricaded and were defended fro: 

the inside with paint, oil and human shit. There had been mobilised to come to the 
eviction and a few weeks before the actual eviction a "general rehearsal" was organis 
during which fake riot police fought against squatters. However at the real eviction 
not enough people had come to effectively defend the house. All the people inside wer: 
arrested, but were released the same evening. The people outside ded not know how to 
handle the strategy of de-escalation of the pigs who, in summer clothes, started 
cleaning up the barricades. They withdrew to the front of the building. At the same 
time the cops started to break open the house on the back side, after which all 
occupants were driven to the cops station, 

From a report of the eviction: 

"The resistance agaisnt the evictions did not have the dimension a lot of people had 

expected/hoped it to have, partly due to the unclarity of wanting to blockade non- 

violently or starting a riot. Besides this there are not so many people anymore who 
see any perspective in massive resistance against evictions. In any case the 
attendance was very disappointing." 

In order to protest the eviction a lot of actions were done against the different 

responsible pigs during the months before: 

The action group(s) D.A.G. has (have) been active in Utrecht already longer, using 

different froms of inventive actions; 

(DAG is dutch means hello or goodbye, it also means 'day') 

14.9.88: Direkte Akties Gewenst (direct actions wanted) shoots and throws in the 

windows of the dity hall. 

20.9.88: Door Akties Gewaarschuwd (Warned through actions) throws paint bombs against 

the house of Bavel (the owner) 

7.10.88: Door Akties Gewaarschuwd "works over" the front door of Bavels house with 

an axe. 

24.10.88: Deze Anonieme dagvaarding Gestopt (this anonymous summons (subpoena) is 
stopped). Bavels windows were smashed and paint was thrown inside the buildi 
the car of Bots (lawyer) was "panel beaten", 

24.10.88: Dreigement aan de Gemeente (threat to the council). Various council 
buildings recieve plying paint bombs, slogans were painted and door locks G 
were glued up. 


However not all of the houses are represented, a lot of squakters have become 
"yuppiefied", however the situation is improving, once the realisation came about 
that.toghether, something could/can be done. To start things off a publicity campai 
was launched, and a letter was written and sent to all city council members 
explaining the facts. The council meeting that was to cover this issue was disturbe 


by 50 people and residents of the various houses, and a statement was read aloud to 
the council members. 


An excert: 

We, the residents of 60 council owned squatted houses that are threatened with 
eviction are burning with indegnation! 

You all are to decide today whether or not the go ahead should be given to a large 
scale anti-squat offensive. 60 houses are on your list, threatened with eviction.. 
We will not allow oor houses to be evicted by a city council that is only caring 
about yuppie boxes, 5~star-hotels, office space and car parks ... 

for us the consequence of your plans, means that we are going to organise ourselves 
more efficiently; so that we shall, more determined that ever, work on the developm 
of our own displays of live and struggle. We shall offer resistance against your 
dream~paradise, we will storm your palaces, and be fore-warned, we want to do it. 

~ No eviction ~ retraction of all subpoena'’s (summons) 

~ The city for the people that live there." 


City development/re-structuring 
Here is all we have to say: 
They want yuppie-city, but thecity, that's us, all of us! 
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7.11.88: Direkt Ander Gevelkleurtje (direct other facade colour). A fire extinguisher 
full of paint is emptied at the council chambers. 
22.12.88: Door Achterdeur Gekomen (came in the back door). The housing buro in 
Utrecht is broken into, and beautiful slogans were painted on the nice 
white walls. 
26.12.88: Duizenden Aanhangers Gorbatsjov (thousands of gorbatjov fans). The town hall 
is attacked with christmas bobbles full of paint. 
8.5.89: D'r Achter Gespijkerd (nailed from behind). Bavel's house is nailed shut. 
9.5.89: Doperwtjes Achter Glas (peas behind glass). A fire extinguisher full of paint 
is emptied on Bavels house. 
There was also an action carried out against the eviction of another house in Utrecht.. 
A statue of the old mayor was kidnapped and a random of | million guilders was 
demanded, so that the houses could be bought. 
From the press release FROM THE ACTION GROLP BRAVO. 
"In the night of 11/12 April 1989 we kidnapped mayor Reiger. For years he has been 
standing looking on a patch of grass, clos to 3 houses that are threatened with eviction: 
Maliesingel, Malie baan and 28 Reigerstraat. He has done nothing to support the needs 
of a large group of people that reside and exist in this city ... We demand real, 
effective solutions in stopping the evictions. 
We have carried out this kidnapping of the mayor and removed him from his pedestool to 
put weight behind our demands. We will not release him until ‘our demands are met". 
That it was not possible to develop a wider mobilisation against the evictions, running 
alongside the action carried out against owners, lawyers and the justice dpt., doesn't 
only lie in the fact that people wont get out of bed, but in the lack of discussion 
over resistance against evictions. With that the scene is set that every house, the 
people therefrom, must fight on their own. Against the violence used against them by 
the state, it used to be the 'norm' not to wait for the police to arrive at the front 
door, but to provocate the eviction and to find those responsible, where they live, 
work and relaxe. This is no longer the case, of late this pracitve has only been carried 
out by a small number of people, even though sometimes this type of practice is 
extremely successful. 
Thereby remains the mobilisation problem unsolved. In the squat week it became clear 
that a more continual commitment is required, that it doesn’t only apply to squatting 
and resisting evictions, but also with the rest of the bullshit such as: 
the re-development ofthe harbour, the inner city, and the workers areas. 
This re-development its a threat for us all (tenant shop owners etc) and results in 
a rise in land prise, higher rents, renovation and re-allocation of social living 
spaces into luxury appartments, and last but not least, the eviction of squats, 
~ or the legalisation thereof. 
This development threat has become reality; now there are lots of building sites, 
where squats/low cost housing used to stand, hotels are being built along side banks 
and offices. At night the inner city is a silent nearly dead center, the quiet only 
broken by taxis and police. 
Through various initiatives such as bike demos, meetings, actions and parties, people 
have tried to mobilise others. These initiatives make it possible to talk/think over 
perspectives: over the struggle against city development, over how we want to live in 
houses, suburbs and cities. 
On the 3.7.89 a bike demo was held (80 people) through the city center and through 
the new town council chambers (!). 
At various points alongside the route of the demo actions were carried out (paint 
bombs etc) and the feeling was positive. Later the same evening various actions against 
the tourist industry were carried out: some canal boats were covered in oil and paint. 
The city council plans the restructuring, and needs a lot of money to carry out the 
plans (e.g. the plans for the harbour alone cost 8 billion dutch guilders!!!). 
Suddenly the city starts looking for ways of raising cash, and their problems are 
"solved" over the backs of the dity dwellers. All of a sudden the citycouncil wants 
to sell off 60 squatted houses (that it owns) and the "squatting problem must be 
resolved within 1} years" according to the mayor of Amsterdam. 
Money and politics ~ hand in hand. 
Soon after the mayors statement 14 squatted houses recieved a letter which offered 
two alternatives - legalisation (read renovation and rent) or eviction. Nearly all 
of the squatted houses have (social) functions: aternative health center, work places, 
restaurants, nurseries etc etc. 
The other 60 were not even officially informed of the decision, they got their 
information from the local papers! They decided to form a discussion group. 
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And even then the organisors of the blockade didn't see the events within their actual 
context: the state (here: the social democratic mayor Ed van Thijn) defends the interest 
of Capital (here: the research at the Shell laboratory). Subsequently they didn't draw 
the logical conclusions; nothing was said about how we could defend ourselves and our 
action, what we could and had to do against the violence of the state. 

On the contrary: indirectly the organisors deliberated with this very same state about 
the possible prevention of police violence for the next day, 

Despite years of experience, especially with this social democratic scab and defender 
of the ruling powers (from the brutal police violence at the blockade of the nuclear 
power plant 'Dodewaard" in 198} for which Van Thijn was responsible being Minister for 
Internal Affairs; via the eviction in Feb. '84 of the Squatted building Wijers where 
Van Thijn was put in as newly appointed mayor in order to break the squatters' 
resistance; to the blockade of the city council in March '86 where Van Thijn, calling 
himself "anti-fascist ar.I", allowed the racist member of the council to take up office 
after her election to the Amsterdam council), the logical conclusions were not drawn. 
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in which the turned the whole anti-Shell campaign into a Spectacle, ignoring the real 
issues involved. For too long the “spectacle blockade" was seen as a non~issue within 
our discussions and although already in Nov.88 the first critic on the SuZA (the orga- 


nisors) was published, nothing else was done .to e.g. think of other ways to organise 
the blockade. 


Two weeks before the Spectacle was to take place yet another critic was published 

but although the criticism aitself was clear we couldn't do anymore because the 
SuzA~organisors were not interested in any criticism or discussion. 

Around the same time a "Radical Anti Shell Paper" did come out, also containing 
criticisms about the organisation of the blockade. This paper describes as well 

as other things, the role of Shell as a multinational, the history of Shell, Shell 
and bio technology, Shell and the environment, Shell and the gas, the board/bosses 
of Shell and further on it contains a list of all sibsidaries of Shell, including 
their addresses, 

And then, three days before the Start of the blockade there was an arson attack 
against the Thermo Shell Center in Hilversum (a small town 20 km. east of Amsterdam), 
which was claimed by RARA (Revolutionary Anti-Racist Action). In the communique which 
came the next dat the RARA gave a substantial critic on the "image blockade", 

(We have translated and published the communique as well), , 

The fire caused ۶۱۱ million worth of damage ($700,000). However what's missing in 
the communique is a statement about the silence surrounding the RARA, or about the 
raids of 11.4.88 and about the trial against René (we've included a short article 


. about this). 


Also a lot of criticism was voiced due to the fact that in it's press-statement, RARA 

used this attack on Shell to voice it's criticism over the action methods of the SUZA 

( Shell Out of South Africa) group.The SUZA was responsible for the organisation of the 

blockade of the Shell laboratory. One of the biggest problems that we have at the moment 
in the dutch/Amsterdam movement, is the lack of discussions between various groups 

Supporting different political veiwpoints and action methods, We feel that using an 

action to publically voice criticism at another left-wing group is both destructive and 

counter~productive.Differing veiwpoints and/or criticisms should be discussed, not 

indirectly" voiced via the mainstream media. 

RARA gives a just criticism on a lot of points, however doesn't give an alternative 

for this blockade, doesn't make clear how it thinks the struggle can be continued 

and be put on a higher level, both more radical and more broadly than it is at the 

moment. 

It may not be thanks to, and possibly even despite the SuZA, but the struggle against 

Shell has intensified during the last few months, as shown not only by the number 

of actions, but also by the form and contents of the actions. 


Supporting the apartheid regime in South Africa) and it scares off a lot of people 

to use Shell petrol. 

Also, in the night of 14 to 15 May, three subsidiary companies of Shell, working on 
bio technology, were attacked. Great damage was caused. In the statement the activists 
go into the role of bio technology in the patriarchal-imperialist system, calling 
Shell on of the main ones responsible, 

This staement has also been translated. 

Finally we include a list of actions which have taken place against Shell during 

the last months, some we've Probably left out but we've tried to give as much info 

as possible. 


BREAK SHELL - SIX MONTHS OF SHITTING ON SHELL 
NI UN SHELL 


We haven't written anything about the radical anti-apartheid struggle in Holland 

(with the emphasis on the anti-Shell campaign) since our Aug/Sept.'88 edition, because 
things have been pretty quiet. But the last few months this has changed, SO we have to 
respond to this by giving an idea of the background and in describing the different 
actions which have taken place. 


We think that radical anti-apartheid struggle is struggle which should take place here 
against companies and states, multi's and rulers, which are responsible for the world- 
wide repression, exploitation and estrangement, of which apartheid in South Africa is 
part of. And so the struggle against apartheid is part of the international struggle 
for liberation, and can be seen as an inspiration for the expression of the wish for 
and need to an free and self-determined life, both here in the rich western countries 
as well as in those areas in the world where exploitation and repression are less 
covered up by social and political masks. 
e Je Siac write E the less radical struggle against apartheid, the struggle 
which confines itself to protest against companies or states only because of their 
presence in or involvement with South Africa. The struggle which doesn't look into the 
world-wide relations of exploitation and repression of which South Africa and also 

re only a part of. ۱ ۱ 
e the events of the last few months it's important to notice this 
difference, because here in Holland a group of people tried to annihilate this 
difference and to bring the radical struggle substantially on the same line as the 
anti-apartheid struggle of reformist groups such as the 'South Africa Committee » the 
labour unions and the left political parties. l ۱ 
We see this attempt not only as a project which is doomed to fail, as a vain event. 
More important is that it carries the danger of obscuring the radical contents of our 
struglle as it is described above, into an easy titbit, to be taken down easily by 
everyone. As if we ourselves haven't had to fight for years on all kinds of levels, ۱ 
to reach the present state of analysis and practice. The radical anti-apartheid struggle 
has been built up over the last 5 years from some small actions and individual 
discussions, into a movement which can form a real threat to the relations here in 
Holland, both on theoretical and on practical level. This history, development, and, 
for and lot of people, perspective is put at stake as soon as we start talking only 
about the form and the contents of the anti-apartheid struggle. 


Within this respect (very general) we want to place the events as they took place around 
the so-called "spectacular blockade" of the Shell laboratory in Amsterdam on 19, 20 

and 219۲6 of April. The cops/ the state have acted brutally, provocatively te aura 
lising against the partakers of the blockade: use of riot police, mounted police riding 
into groups of people, tear gas, water cannons, agent provocateurs etcetera. 
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Without any form of discussion they forced their non-violence on all other pec 
by threatening a possible social democratic withdrawal. 
A choice for non-violence on this level, isn't a choice which does justice to the 
necessity of anti~parliamentary politics on all levels. 
It is served to us without descussion. 
To state that a confrontation with the police should at all times be avoided, beca 
“riots would hurt us more that they would hurt Shell" (according to SuZA), denies 
political character of police. 
The choice of Van Thijn (the Social democratic mayor of Amsterdam) to make use of t 
police, if the blockade works out effectively, is not only a question of public orc 
It's an attempt to force the blockade~initiative within social democratic margins, 
ineffective. Because radical, revolutionary politics and so-called public order arc 
incompatible. 


One of the aims of SuZa is conscience raising and discussion. 

A picture is given of Shell being the total enemy, the big monster. 

For us it's not clear how this could lead to more consciousness. 

The most important aspect for a useful discussion about anti-apartheid struggle is 
sing. Neither Shell nor any other multinational is exclusively responsible for the 
maintenance of apartheid and repression.. 

Apartheid and repression still exist thanks to the support of the Western states, 3 
even more than that: 

"Apartheid isn't some kind of civilisation that differs from the western kind, inde 
it's the rough, unpolished side of it. Apartheid isn't a stain on western civilisat 
it's the very core of it. Apartheid is the len3 through which one can see all of i 
a micro cosmos, a revelation of what the western civilisation really is" (According 
to Cedric Mayson, prisoner of the apartheid regime). 

Thus anti-apartheid struggle should be pointed against the politics of the Dutch st 


It seems to be a conscious choice of SuZA that they do not want to involve the role 
the western European states within the substantial process of discussion. A choice 

draw the line on attacking the politics of the dutch state. The latter would mean t 
collapse on a broadening alliance with social democratic organisations and committe 


The expansion which the SuZA committee has been looking for doesn't widen anti- 
parliamentary politics. It's a conscious move to the political right, heading towar 
social democracy, at the cost of the radical parts of the movement. 

Both the AABN (the official anti-ap. movement) and the SuZA, each on it's own way, 
present the blockade as a right answer, respectively, to the people who cut the pet 
hoses and/or the "arsonists", We strongly doubt the political pertinence of this ac 
so many concessions without any view on what is left over in the end. 


The politics of coalitions of the SuZA-committee doesn't develop itself on a basis « 
it's own strength, but from the idea that "we need the social democrats more than ti 
need us". This way expansion is rendered useless. 


Within the anti-Shell campaign the blockade has too much the character of an end st 
Perhaps not on purpose, but it's the consequence of the choices which have been mad 
Choosing this object we consciously did not want to place ourselves outside the 
running campaign. But we do not want to leave it with that. 


It can never be so, to call on groups: "to connect in one way or another, the block 
as an action against racism there, with racism here". This “indirect aim" (acc. to ‘ 
denies the essence of anti-apartheid struggle. Anti-apartheid struggle is to act fri 
the consciousness that the powers whcjh maintain apartheid are the same powers whicl 
determine our reality. 


A reality which exists of growing contradictions: deterioration, isolation, deporta! 
of ‘unwanted refugees', sexism and racism and the actual writing off of groups of pi 
It's necessary that the harshness of these contradictions be put back into the polit 
process here, within our struggle, sometimes spectacular, but above all with a long 
breath, in order to build up structures which, on a basis of substantial solidarity, 
survive the success (or failure) of an action. 

A political mobilisation which puts this aside, as an "indirect aim", is a ‘still b: 


Monday 17th April 1989 

While SWAPO-guerillas are being slaughtered by South Africa's terror group ‘Crowbar’, 
(supported by the United Nations and thereby by the Dutch state with only 30 MP's but 
of great political importance); 

While Van den Broek (minister of Foreign Affairs) openly says that the Dutch state 
wants, just like Thatcher, a dialoque with the white racists in Pretoria and that 
the sanctions will have to be withdrawn (which in practice is already a political 
fact in Dutch and European foreign politics); 


A large part of the radical movement in Holland gathers its strength for an image 


blockade against one of the economical pillars of the system of apartheid: 
the Royal Dutch Shell. 


COMMUNIQUE: 


Last night we did a fire attack at the 'Thermo Shell Centrum' in Hilversum, using 

two jerry cans of petrol and incendiary devices. 

The radical solidarity campaign with the struggle in South Africa didn't come to a 
standstill. In Holland this campaign has been continuous and also in other western 
European countries (FRG, Denmark) the number of actions is increasing. 

In spite of that we can state that as far as Holland is concerned this campaign is 
faltering and may reach a crisis. At the moment almost all the attention of the radical 
movement is aimed at the Shell blockade organised by SuZA. A course of action that 

has it’s own background but is threatening to backfire. 

We support the call for action against Shell in general. But we think this blockade 
action has drastically conformed to the social~democratic politics (of the committees) 
and thus turned out to be a strongly defensive postion. 


With this attack and communique we want to contribute to the discussion on strategy 
and perspective of radical revolutionary anti-apartheid struggle as a part of the 
Struggle on all aspects of life. 

Firstly we want to clearly state that we are not opposed to the idea of a blockade, 

we also think that actions can be spectacular. A blockade can be affective in that 

it is accessible for all people to take part in. Our criticism is not against this 
choice of action, a blockade is’ no better or worse thaf\a firebomb. Setting different 
kinds of actions against each other is a false contradiction, What we are concerned 
about is the aim of building up and increasing our strength now and also in the long 
term. 

SuZA says their aim is'to change the political climate a little bit". In our view 

the struggle means more than developing a tactical concept that lasts just three days. 
The idea of just damaging the image of Shell is not enough to be effective. We think 
that everybody should know already what apartheid is. It is also known that the Dutch 
state has a strategic interest in maintaining the apartheid system or at most adjusting 
it a littlebit. And that the same state creates the political and economic conditions 
for multinationals like Shell to be able to operate. 

Shell's collaboration with the apartheid regime has been known for a long time, so 
not much damage can be done to it's image anymore. A large action against Shell now, 
should be tmtexpression of the combined experiences of the long militant anti-apartheid 
struggle. 

It should build on a history whereby the development of the political contents are 
central and the aim is to get, more and more, a better view on the perspective. 


Of course the chosen object of the blockade is not without history. The last few years 
Shell has been the target of a lot of militant actions and campaigns. With the aim of 
putting the stamp on Shell as one of the accomplices of the apartheid regime and to 
damage them as much as possible. Alongside these actions there have been discussions 
about what the resistance can mean for us and to develop more coercion and continuity. 
SuZA doesn't build on this necessary development. 


Illustrative for this was when, during the first conference about the action, the SuZA 
explicitly refused to take over the demand "Free René". 

The discussion about this was neutralised with the remark that they also didn't demand 
"Free Mandela", Thus completely ignoring the fact that René had been convicted of 

taking part in/or organising actions which are supported by large parts of the radical 
movement. Accused of membership in groups which have, in their publications/communiques, 
explicitly associated themselves as being part of that movement, 

On the other hand the SuZA itself, on the same conference, didn't give any criticism 

to the social democratic groups and organisations which also took part in the blockade. 
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CONTINUATION OF THE SO-CALLED RARA-TRIAL AGAINST RENE 


On 28 March there was a new development in the case against René. 

We have already written a lot about the history and background in our newsletters 
of Aug/Sept. ۲88 and of Dec'88/Jan.'89, So we'll just give a short summary of the 
most important events and facts: 


11.4.88: Raids on 8 different houses in Amsterdam. Eight people were arrested, 
7 were released within 2 weeks. René is used as a scape-goat in order 
to justify the cops action; he remains in custody. 

10.8.88: Trial against René. In the mean time the cops have been trying to divide 
and criminalise the movement, in response to this we have been building 
up support around the trial. Demonstrations, rallies and a lot of 
sabotage~actions, mostly against Shell. 

The prosecution demands 7 years imprisonment. 200 people come to the trial, 
700 to a rally the night before. 

24.8.88: Verdict: 5 years imprisonment. This is criticised by the liberal-left 
because of the lack of evidence, and the fact that the court used a conceale 
form of Law art. 140 (criminal association). 

A short militant demo of 100 people takes place directly after the verdict. 

31-12-88: Demonstration at the prison in which also René is held, by 250 people. 


3-1-89 : Appeal case at the court in Amsterdam. The house search of 11-4 is declared 
illegal after which all charges against René are dropped. Except one. 
René gets out of prison. 
The people here are very glad, but also very confused. The media is from 
this moment on, writing only about adjusting the rules for house searches. 
The initiative is back with the state: for the public René is guilty and got 
out only by a mistake and so what is needed is a change of law. The politica 
character of the trial is disappearing more and more. 
28.3.89; Appeal case for the only charge which is left: the attempted arson attack 
against the printer of the new dutch computerised passport, the ELBA~factory 
The attack was aimed against the european re-organisation and unification. 
The court still didn't give out a statement about the evidence itself and 
about the use of a concealed law art. 140 construction by the prosecution, 
and so the public prosecutor tries again: he states that because René was 
present at at least one attack and because at the other attacks also petrol 
and time devices were used (!), he must have been involved in all the other 
(6) attacks, even though he might not have been present himself! 
Subsequently he demanded the immediate imprisonment of René, After an adjournment of 
two hours the court decided to turn down this demand. 
The prosecution then demanded 6 years imprisonment, and if the court wouldn't agree 
with this he asked for 3 years imprisonment for just the ELBA-attack. The pigs found 
René's fingerprint on the time device of the fire bomb and also, a petrol station 
attendant in Amsterdam had stated that he remembered René buying three jerry-cans fro 
him, similar to the one found on the roof of the ELBA-factory. He said he wanted to 
remain anonymous because he was afraid and had supposedly already been threatened onc 
But a recent verdict by the European Court said that Holland is not allowed to use 
anonymous witnesses as the only or main evidence. 
The trial took a relatively short time because René had left after the adjournment an. 
therefore didn't make a statement. Moreover only the most important parts of the 
statements by both the prosecution and the lawyers were heard. 
On 11.4.89, exactly one year after the raids, the court gave a verdict: 18 months 
imprisonment of which 9 months suspended sentence. So, after 9 months of custody 
no return to prsion. This was a verdict which was more or less expected by most of th 
people. It was the outcome of what the state and Justice wanted. No renewed political 
prisoner but René is still guilty in the eyes of the public. This has lead to the 
media crying out that there should be changes in the laws about house searches. 
Despite the big display of power by the pigs who also evicted 3 squats that same 
morning, nothing was dome by the resistance movement. 
Nobody had really mobilised for it, most energy and attention was put into the prison 
hungerstrikes in west Germany and into the blockade of the Shell laboratory. 
The lawyers of René will go to the High Court in order to demand this court to make a 
statement about the use of anonymous witnesses. 
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We are conscious of the fact that the practical development of that force will ask more 
and more from us in the next few years. Both in building up a strong political infra 


structure and organisational structure, and for instance in the field of prison struggle. 


Not to be isolated, estranged from each other, but to fight for collectivity and to 
become more and more human within that struggle, that is what connects both inside 
and outside of prison walls. 

And at the same time that is what the state wants to destroy at all casts. 


As revolutionary politics gains strength, the state will increase repression, in 
keeping with the necessity of European unification and harmonisation. 

In the same way the operation of 11.4.88 was a shot in the dark, with the intention 
to scare off and to intimidate. 


It will be important years: 

either we take ourselves seriously and develop ourselves -within the complete social 
spectre- to a meaningful factor. To become a force which can, with right and reason, 
be called a counter force; or we become a marginal ‘political phenomenon’. 


We will have to formulate an answer to the advancing development of estrangement, 
international exploitation and repression. 

That answer has to be fought for step by step. Together with all whom it concerns 

and who want it, in discussion and practice with regards to the anti~patriarchal, 
anti-racist and anti-imperialist struggle. Within that process we will have to profile 
our own identity as revolutionary movement. 

Increasing our own strength is an absolute condition for co-operation and the forming 
of tactical or strategical alliances, be it temporary or not. 


Groups like RARA are sometimes accused of having politics without any perspective 
because such militant cores are thought to be inaccesible and therefore isolated. 
For sure the organisation is illegal groups has its restrictions, and it can't be 
the sole perspective, because that form of struggle alone can never become more massive. 
However what it's about is the cohersion between differnet -fighting- groups, on all 
levels. 

Therein a militant pracice can and must contribute to the development of the 
revolutionary political process here. 

By setting limits, giving anger a voice, showing that resistance is possible. 

When that is the basis, when the militant practice feeds the common discussion and 
the other way around, then there cannot be isolation. 

Then we can come further. 

We will do the utmost to achieve this. 


-SUPPORT THE REVOLUTION IN SOUTHERN AFRICA, FORM THE FRONT IN WESTERN 
EUROPE 

-SOLIDARITY WITH THE STRUGGLE OF THE HUNGERSTRIKERS IN WEST GERMANY 
-FREEDOM FOR HALIL AND MUSTAFA 

“SOLIDARITY WITH ALL FIGHTING PRISONERS 

-REFUGEE POLICY IS EUROPEAN APARTHEID, STOP THE DEPORTATIONS 


REVOLUTIONARY 
ANTI 

RACIST 

ACTION 
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On with the list: 


4.4 : "Max Havelaar" fills the underground petrol tanks with a few thousand liter 
of water. From the statement: "A small present from us for Shell. In the m 
time a few dozen cars will have driven on and into the road and then broker 
down. We did it well and it works. That became clear on the 20th of March + 
the action group "mercury orange and cyanide grape" did a similar action at 
Shell station in Bergen, Bussum and Zeist. Several cars stranded after abo 
a hundred meters and had to be dragged away. (...)" 

After this action the cops for the first time openly demanded the press statement 

from the dutch press agency, ANP. After a formal protest this statement was inde. 

given to the pigs. The same happened after the RARA attack. 


6.4 : An oil drill of the ‘Nederlandse Aardolie Maatschappij’ (50Z Shel1/50% Exxc 
is covered with paint, made unusable and slogans are painted. 

16.4: hoses cut at 2 Shell stations si s; 

17.4: RARA-action in Hilversum (see elsewhere) 

17.4:hoses cut at stations in Hazerswoude and Leiderdorp 
In Leiderdorp the cops see a car driving off and after a wild chase they ar 
three people. 

18.4: hoses cut at 2 stations in Aalsmeer and at stations in Hoofddorp and Nieuw- 
Vennep. 

19.4; The Autonomous Command "Don't Worry, be Angry" sets fire to the police stat 
in Mijdrecht. Their demand: "Freedom for the sim of 18,4"! 

22.4: A few fire bombs are thrown into a Shell shop in Nijmegen. Considerable dar 

24.2: Hoses of a Shell station in Arnhem are cut. 

7.5 : At five different places in Nl. the underground petrol tanks of Shell stati 
are polluted with water. In Zoetermeer and Zandvoort the pollution in disco 
but in Heerhugowaard, Hilversum and alongside the national motorway Drachte: 
Heerenveen a few dozen cars are stranded after filling up at the Shell stat 
The complete contents of all 5 reservoirs had to be destroyed, 

9.5 : Im Leiden 65,000 liters of petrol are made useless by pouring sugar and liq: 
chalk into the underground reservoirs. 

11.5: At the border with west Germany (Zevenaar-Arnhem) a new traffic sign is pla. 
by the action group "Water~staat sektie verkeersborden" (see the picture). 

12.5: At a station in Nijmegen hoses are cut. 

14.5: "Germinating resistance against Shell's bio technology" causes considerable 
damage at three subsidiaries of Shell. See also elsewhere, 
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List of actions against apartheid during the last few months 


1988: 


20.9 : arson attack on Shell station in Rotterdam by "The heritage of RARA" demanding 
the release of René and the withdrawal of Shell and all other multis out of SA. 

17,10: the windows of IBM and Olivetti offices are smashed up (respectivally 50 and 
30% of the computer market in SA) 

18.10: blockade of the congres "Coaltrans '88" by 100 people in Rotterdam. Except for 
gold, coal is South Africas most important export product. 


27.11: Underground filling tank in Utrecht is polluted. The activists claim to have 
done this to 7 other petrol station. ` 
+ 10 hoses get cut in Raalte (in the east of Holland), slagans are painted å 


+ 8 hoses near Didam are cut, red paint is put on the road and the technical 

installations. Also the underground petrol tanks are polluted. 
It's all done by the group "Break down Shell ... and the Bijlmer prison" which 
also reports actions in West Germany and Denmark. 

22.12: 4 hoses are cut at a Shell-station on the A28 hear Assen. It's the first time 
an action against Shell is carried out in the north east of Holland. 

31-12: windows and the glass front door of Nedlloyd Districenter in Rotterdam get 
smashed in. Nedlloyd transports goods from and to South Africa and was, in 1980, 
directly involved in the illegal delivery of a mine sweeper to South Africa. 
Claimed by MATA (militant action against apartheid/militante aktie tegen apartheid) 


in 


2.1 : one day before the appeal case against René: 

~ the Shell monument in Den Haag gets damaged; the monument in the form of an 
oil drill, was recently unveiled celebrating 50 years of oil exploration in 
Holland (by Shell). The monument was filled with concrete and slogans were 
painted: "break Shell" and "Free René", 

~ slagans painted on public transport buses in Leiden (west of Holland) 

- 8 hoses are cut at 2 different stations in Leiden 

actiongroup "Black Star" cuts little holes in the hoses, glues the locks and 

paints slogans at a petrol station. The petrol station has to close down for 

40 minutes because of a reported bomb alarm. 

+ "Shell's Angels, fighters against apartheid in South Africa" cause a lot of 
damage to 4 Shell station in Tilburg (South of N1): 17 hoses are cut, one pump 
gets destroyed and one graffitied. 

.-1 : In Wageningen a petrol station first gets a warning with pamflets and slogans, 
a week later the hoses are cut. 
19,2 : =- 13 hoses cut and slogans painted at a Shell station in Rotterdam 
~hoses are also cut at a Shell station in Amsterdam 
However the cops arrest three people in the neighbourhood shortly after the 
action. At the 7th of March they are sent down for 4 weeks in a rapid court 
case, however released because of a lack of cells. In the mean time they 
didn't give a statement, nor did they tell the cops their names, 
~ hoses are cut, slogans sprayed and pumps painted at a Shell station in Schiedam 
: arson attack at a Shell shop in Amersfoort by “Autonomous Group", 
The statement says: "You know why!" (as a famous advertisement slogan in 
Holland goes) 
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13.3 : hoses cut at two Shell stations in Amsterdam and Amstelveen by the group 4 
"Shell is an air bubble". d 
22.3 : Two garage companies in Venlo (south of N1.) are attacked; at one the pumps 
are sabotaged, at the other a few windows are destroyed (both of them have } 


contracts with Shell). 
28.3 : the action group "Shell in a scrape" claims destructions in The Hague. The 
hoses of these city/Shell pumps are cut through and paint is thrown into the 
underground reservoirs. 
During the weeks before the blockade there were dozens of smaller pickets and blockades 
of Shell stations all over the country, in which hundreds of people took part. 
Mostly they were successful; a lot of people drove on to the next petrol station or 
were sympathetic towards the action, But of course a lot of car drivers reacted 
aggresively, as well as some petrol station attendants who sometimes had a go at the 
activists, with the help of small groups of thugs, 
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All over the world people are becoming more and more dependant on companies such 

as Shell. But of course for Shell the starting point is not to fulfill the basic 
needs of those people. She creates new needs to be able to sell new products. 
Characteristic of this is for instance the introduction of a wheat product such as 
bread in third world countries. In stead of developing their "own" plants, a new pla 
was introduced and so dependancy was increased. 

Some of the companies which we attacked last night are busy on the field of plant 
improvement. They are all large companies which are doing research on improvement 
here, and the final production of the seeds in southern Europe or third world countr 
Experiments in a lot of areas take place there, not only in order to increase 
production and quality, but especially to couple seeds to pesticides. This is not 
surprising, because the multi has interests in both of them. 

The seed is no longer being made resistant to certain diseases, but to the pesticide: 
of the same companies as where the seed comes from, Thus it is only possible to buy 
the seeds and the pesticides together. With the production of hybrid seeds, of which 
it is said to have a large production, it is being made more and more difficult for 
a farmer to remain self-supporting. Every year he has to buy dêw seeds because hybri. 
seed produces plants which do not produce prolific seed themselves. 

Large companies are not interested in the improvement of the conditions of life 

but in the suppression of all aspects of human life and nature to the interests of 
profit, control and to re-inforce power. 

We fight against bio technology not because of its unpredictability (because for us 
it's clear where it will lead to) or because of its unforeseable consquences (those 
consequences are visible already), but becuase it causes the destruction, repression 
and oppression of people, 

The western states think they are invulneralbe with their new technologies. The 
solution for the world food problems and the population problems are arrogantly 
proclaimed. Only few people realise what choices are being made (and have been made) 
for the future. Choices which have in no way been discussed within society. 


Technology cannot solve prblems which originate from exploitation. 
The damage which is caused by the new techniques is irreversible.’ 

It leaves us no other choice than to intervene immediately and to use 
all means we can to stop this process. We realise that our needs 

are diametrically opposed to these destructive developments. 


GERMINATING RESISTANCE AGAINST SHELL'S BIO TECHNOLOGY 


The companies which were attacked belong to Nickerson Zwaan BV, a 100% subsidiary 
company of Shell. 
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Press statement on the action by "Germinating resistance against Shell's bio tech" 


On the night of 14 to ISth of May a few companies of Shell were attacked. 

All of the companies are active in the field of plant improvement. 

When people think of horticultural companies, they don't usually think of large and 
advanced companies like the ones we've just attacked, and for sure they don't think 
of the fact that they are owned by Shell. During the last few decades these companies 
have specialised in manipulating seeds and plants, and controlling horticulture. 
Large companies like Shell are able to gain a monopoly on this because they are able 
to meet the costs of the large amount of money that has been put in. 

People have always tried to improve plants. The most simple form is to select the 
seads of the best plants for the next year. And of course there are a lot of other 
ways of improving the harvest or the quality of the plants. With the new developments 
in bio technology and the investments in it by large multinationals, developments on 
this field have accelerated. 


Biotechnology is opening the door towards the complete artificial 
production of food resulting in the destruction of existing methods of 
horticulture; natural growth is being wiped out; 

artificial control of climate, light, water and nutrition take over the natural 
circle of plant growth. 


Genetically a plant grows weaker and weaker if one intervenes in its genetic 
structure. This way the plant will get more and more controllable. It's sensitivenesses 
will become clear, and it will be possible to replace this natural circle with use of 
advanced equipment. Also with factory farming everything is already "well" taken care 
of, thousands of the same chickens laying the same amount of eggs every day. 

In the field of human beings they also want one single, healthy, well-functioning 
variety. 

The manipulation of plants, bacterias, animals and human beigs, in short upon nature 
itself, can't be seen seperately from one another. The techniques of reproduction 
which are now being put into practice on women have already been used for years in 
stock-farming and have been developed to recieve higher productions in that sector. 
Today artificial insemination, deep~freeze embryos and embryo~transfer are usual 
techniques within modern stock-farming. 

By means of techniques of reproduction (such as in vitro fertilisation) the fertili- 
zation takes place outside the womb, by which it is possible to manipulate genetica- 
lly. To use these techniques knowledge and experience on the field of bio technology 
are essential. 

The application of bio, gene and reproduction technology can be seen as the exploita- 
tion of areas which haven't been used so far. With these techniques the where, when 
and what kind of new sorts of plants or animals and people are raised or born can be 
controlled. Only a few very large companies, of which Shell is one of, have the 
possibility to invest in these techniques and to carry through the bio technological 
developments in their companies in this sector. 

The use of these techniques, automatically means the destruction of all small 
companies that can't or don't want to make this step, especially for instance farmers 
in third world countries. These new techniques even make it possible to make farmers 
and agricultural workers superfluous. It's for instance possible to make sweetening 
in laboratories with the help of bio technology, making the production of sugar-cane 
unnecessary. 


Large multinationals such as Shell are, because of bio technology, able 
to extend their power on fundamental areas such as the supplies of 
energy and food. 

Shell creates a world market in which all of its products are tied to 
each other in one way or another. She can use her knowledge in the 


field of bio technology both in the agricultural and in the energy sector. 


In the energy sector Shell uses rapid growing trees, by which energy from the sun 

is transformed into vegetable material very quickly, which is then used in the energy 
supply. Another vegetable material which can replace oil or natural gas is sugar cane. 
Out of sugar cane it's possible to make pure alcohol, which serves as a petrol- 
replacing fuel. In Brasil pure alcohol supplies 35% of the market, Shell owning 222. 
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That is so for more and more groups here. The alliance with Ulla and Ingrid. the 
alliance with the IMF-campaign. 

For us the strengthening of the unity of revolutionaries in western europe is an 
important aim. At the same time however, it is clear that we can only contribute 
to this if we determine our own way in the direction of that unity. An authentic 


development is a condition to come to the strength and independance which make 
unity possible!" 


Here in Amsterdam a daily HS-information office was started to recieve information 

about the developments in west~germany as fast and as complete as possible. 

And to be able to spread this information in order to create a national mobilisatior 

and to be a forum in which discussions could be held with each other and with other 

groups, 

During the HS the dutch press created a self-imposed censorship. Moreover the few sb 

reports that were given were made up of distorted information. When, after two weeks 

all of the prisoners except for two broke up the HS, this was immediately presented 
as the end of the HS. Typical comment: "there are so many hungerstrikes nowadays". 

Here, as i-n west~germay, a broad support was attempted thus a lot of work had to 

be done on publicity: 

~ a bi-weekly infosheet was spread nationaly and sent to the official media 
(circulation 1200) 

~ 60 groups signed the petition from the 'Inikreis Hafenstrasse' from Hamburg 
(the alliance which supports the squatted buildings in the Hafenstrasse) with 
regards to supporting the demands to the hungerstrikers. 

~ 30 medical doctors signed a statement against forced feeding and isolation torture 

~ in a lot of cities posters were distributed and hung up, slogans were painted and 
german tourist busses were graffitied and their tires slashed. 

~ the german consulate in Amsterdam was graffitied twice and blockaded by 25 people 

i for one hour on 22nd March. 

- In order to put more pressure on the media 40 people occupied the building in 
which ANP (dutch press agency), DPA (german press agency) and Reuter all have 
their offices ( 3lst of March). Quote from the press statement: 

"The last few years it is becoming clearer and clearer that repressive tactics from 

w-germany are used by countries all over the world, especially in those countries 

where groups of people resist the economical exploitation and repression. The most 
extreme being the use of isolation, forced feeding and coma solution. Holland doesn’ 
stand behind either. An ultra modern prison has been built in Leeuwarden after the 
model of Stammheim, the renewed introduction of Law art. 140 (criminal association), 
isolation and the extradition of foreign political prisoners (Frank Hoffmann, IRA- 
members Gerry Kelly and Brendan McFarlane). Increasing the repression by the state 
is pointed at nipping in the bud any political consciounsness and thus breaking the 
resistance. To be able to maintain a political identity both inside and outside the 
prison it is necessary that the demands of the prisoners are going to be fulfilled. 

Our solidarity lies within our political consciousness." 

After a talk with the editors the occupation was stopped, eventually the press agenc 

expressed that they don't want to be put under pressure with regards to their infor- 

mation. 

Compared to the other publicity actions, this one was the most effective, however 

it was all in all very minimal what came out. During the length of the hungerstrike 

at most small reports of 5 to 8 lines, with a thght scheme: "Sympathisers of RAF- 

terrorists have occupied this and this building yesterday ...". No extra information 
no substantial supplements. 

The national rally in Amsterdam which was organised on 26th March was aimed mainly 

at mobilising within the political scene. Through speeched by a confidant medical 

doctor and by a lawyer of the prisoners concerning prison conditions, and by speeche 
by a relative and a former prisoner concerning the struggle against these conditions 

The rally was informative, the contributions often impressive, but there were far 

less people than at the rally during the HS of '84/85 (150 vs. 500). Then however 

was the impression that a lot of people came only to be directly informed without 
being really involved. Moreover the process of splitting up and polarising (within 
the movement) had not gone so far at that time, there were a lot more infer connecti 
between groups of people. In '84/85 the character of the rally was that of protest, 
but now it was more that of resistance and the political character of the struggle 
of the prisoners. More realisation that it also concerns us. 
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HUNGERSTRIKE IN WESTERN GERMANY / WESTERN EUROPEAN PRISON STRUGGLE 
Introduction: 


First an attempt to give a picture of the situation in Holland. In the early seventies 
there was a relatively strong feeling of alliance with the struggle against isolation 
torture which the prisoners from the guerilla movement in w.Germany already fought; 
because of splintering within the political scene, hate~campaigns in the media and 
criticism on the politics of the guerillas this decreased more and more. Only from 
some small groups the involvement was still being propagated, especially at times 
during which the prisoners themselves took up the initiative to go on hungerstrike. 
Besides this it is a fact that until now no continuous militant movement or politics 
has been able to hold out. Information, discussions, mostly had the character of one~ 
way traffic between w-germany and holland. No tradition of resistance or structure of 
resistance, not outside and certainly not inside the prisons: the developments surely 
didn't force the state to use the safety~brake by means of open repression against 
the radical left. The political, social and economical contradictions were covered 

up under the blankets of the welfare state and the repressive tolerance. 

Movements concerning atomic energy, militarism and the housing struggle ran into 
their own limits, so old methods (and thereby the mistakes within them) were used 
over and over again. In this sense the level of the political confrontation between 
state and revolutionaries is seen more as a bogy which automatically creates a dis- 
tance and doesn't seem to deserve much follow-up. 

Still, due to a lot of different reasons there is more feeling of alliance with 

the struggle of prisoners or movements in W.Germany than with that in other western 
european countries like belgium, france, italy or spain. Hungerstrikes in the prisons 
of those countries Gtill) don't provoke almost any action or reaction. 


Solidarity with the hungerstrike of fighting primners in WG, (Feb.-May 89) 


At first the initiative to support this struggle was taken by groups which had 
co-operated in '88 as René's process group. The first discussions about the political 
direction of the solidarity work with the HS, about the how and why were put into 
words a few weeks later during a solidarity rally: 

"For us the struggle of the prisoners in general and especially of the political 
prisoners has come a lot closer since the massive action by Justice on 11]. April 1988. 
The raids and arrests and the following trials against René forced us to act on a 
new political level. Justice wasn't concerned about a certain group of people or 
about attacking the movement. They were above all interested in neutralising the 
spread of militant struggle on other groups of people. 

Of course we have been fighting to turn this around, to let the soap bubble burst 

in the concerning jaws. To get the situation, from out of the defensive, back in 

our own hands and to go into the offensive again. Therefore a (more) broad discussion 
had to be started with regards to our own perspective, a strategy and the cohersion 
between the different struggles which people are fighting. 

However most important was the connection with René. During 9 months that he was in 
there we saw some things of what prison is and how to survive in it, and that the 
struggle doesn't stop at the prison wall, but that it reaches different dimensions. 
We have noticed how important it is to communicate through and over the walls. 

But we have also learned that communication is nothing more than a minimal condition 
for living and surviving and that in that sense it is a means, not a goal. 

We have understood how necessary it is to be able to be together with other political 
prisoners, because that is the only way to be able to defend yourself against the 
continuous attack on your political identity and by that your human identity. And 
that is what a prison is all the time, a continuous concentrated attack on all the 
things you are. 

Which is also the connection with the outside: less concentrated, more crumbled and 
often more individualistic, but it's also about defending yourself against those 
attacks; it's about what we have in common, about collectivity. 


We have never seen this development as a national phenomenon of its own. 

For us the connection with the developments on western european level were clear 

and tangible. That's why we have always emphasised the meaning of the imperialist 
re-organisation and the European unification as part of it. Also practically another 
alliance over the borders has grown lately; ours, the one of western european 
resistance. Especially with comrades from W-Germany and Denmark. Despite different 
situations in our countries and the different levels of developments of struggle, 

an alliance has grown that cannot be disregarded. 
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Until this period a lot of energy went into organising and building up of structure: 
of information, of rallies and info nights in the country and into the demonstratii: 
Hereafter the mobilisation got stuck politically, which got very clear as well. 
Already 2} months had passed with fluctuating success, the prisoners were in a 
critical situation and the support group was drowning in paper work. Like ex~RAF 
prisoner Monika Berberich had already said at the rally, answering a question: 

"You are right that the discussion about isolation torture and the right of associat 
in no discussion of society as a whole, however the question is whether it can ever 
become on, and whether it is necessary to carry on the demand. What's right in what 
you say is that the hungerstrike has not yet reached the same intense level as the 
last HS. However that does not mean that it will stay like that. This is at the same 
time what the state is afraid of: that this intensity will still come, that the 
mobilisation and the struggle will take on another quality. The fear that this 
other quality will be accepted, that there is a broad acceptance for more radical 
forms of resistance as well. Especially because the state is following the hard line 
and because so many people think that the isolation has to stop now". 


It all took too long before, during this important period, 1 were made. 
It was difficult to once again incite the exchange of abstract ideas, to discuss 
them and make theim more concrete. A situation of status quo at a time when movement 
was so important. A situation which wasn't broken until the 8th of May when the 
"Kennemer resistance front" attacked the office of the Prosecution in Haarlem, an 
autonomous group tried to set fire to a Mercedes branch in Venlo at the 10th of May 
and the preperations and discussions for the occupation of the EC-office in Bruxelle 
at the llth of May. 
The action in Haarlem was pointed against the european unification and the measures 
which are being carried out in all western european states by TREVI. (a few examples 
from Holland: forced identification, Law art.140 (criminal association), the buildin 
of new prisons with isolation wings, restrictive refugee policy). Slogans were paint 
on the walls, windows were smashed in and butter acid was thrown inside. 
A justice spokesman stated the following: "We have no idea why this had to happen 
particularly here, it is maybe so that the activists see a connection between 
‘Justice’ in w-Germany and our office here in Haarlem". 
The action in Venlo was a failure, the autonomous group which claimed responsibility 
a few days later gave out the following statement: "In the early morning of the lOth 
of May we tried to set fire to the Mercedes branch in Blerick. Unfortunately the 
action failed, both technically and with regards to publicity. The powder of the 
ignition was too old, thus it didn't start to burn. 
Despite our press statements nothing came in the regional newspapers. Either the 
statement has been confiscated, or the action has been deliberately kept silent. 
The action has been done in solidarity with the HS by prisoners from RAF and resista: 
in w-Germany. We know that the HS has been called off, but we dont know anything 
about the reasons for it or about any promises by the state. We do know that the 
struggle will continue, the association in small groups will have to form a basis 
for the further development of the resistance against isolation torture and politica 
repression both inside and outside the prisons. 
Their struggle - Our struggle ~ International struggle. 

Autonomous group" 


The occupation of the EC-office for industrial co-operation in Bruxelles- 


Important part of the strength of the action was that a lot of people in four 
different countries knew about the action for weeks, but that the police didn't 
notice it. The sensitivity of the political character of the action was shown by 

the reaction of the Belgian Justice: for 3} hours they didn't go, in any way, into 
the demands of the occupants, who were kept on a string in order to prepare an 
eviction. Everyone inside had a very strong feeling. In the mean time the whole 

area was sealed off after which the anti-terror squad "Dyane" stormed the building. 
The 53 occupants were confronted with fascist cops during their arrest, transport an 
24-hour long stay in a barrack of the "Rijkswacht" (the paramilitary police in Belgi: 
After this one day the police picked out 7 people (f from WG, one from NL) as being 
the leaders, according to very old police methods. Those 7 people were, as expected, 
taken into custody. After 7 days they were released after a common decision by the 
dutch, german en belgium 'Justice'. 

The strength of the action also became clear out of the resistance by the arrested 


people inside the 'Rijkswacht'-barracks, the HS (lasting 6 days, the length of the ۳ 
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During this period (end of March/beginning of April with the approach of the national 
demonstration in Amsterdam on 15.4), the solidarity work with the HS was also 
confronted with a phenomenon which until that moment had not been so sharp: the fact 
that mobilisations for more than one event at the same time are in the way of each 
other, almost competing with one another. 

The Shell blockade (19/20/21. April) drew a lot of strength and energy from a lot 

of people. It was/is a destructive development that during such periods a deetain 
division was/is created: this political theme for this kind of groups, and another 
political theme for other groups. ۱ 
This way it becomes an exhausting propaganda/advert campaign for your "own" action, 
rally or demo. Competition within the radical left, a sign that the morals of the 
sytem have also settled quite deep here. It blocks a realisation of the connection 
between the struggle against apartheid/racism and against isolation torture. The 
discussion about this will have an important place within the further development 

of militant resistance. It means practically filling up the slogan which is often 
heard "unity in deversity”. 


As was generally mentioned in the introduction: there are not so many fighting : 
prisoners here in Holland. However, with a few of them, better contacts were built 
up. These prisoners did all they could to get the attention of their fellow inmates. 
They were sent bundles of informantion, which they actually recieved, they wrote 
statements of solidarity on of which was also read out at the rally of 26 March and a 
few others were published. The prison radio in Amsterdam also drew attention to the 
HS in west-germany. Two imprisoned sympathisers of Dev-Sol who were convicted 

(end of '88) to 4 years imprisonment for attempted extortion held a solidarity 
hungerstrike for three days from 14 through the 16th of April. 

One day later their HS-statement was read out during the demonstration and on the 
day after, there was a small prison demo to the 'Bijlmer bajes' were they are being 
kept. The prisoners who reacted all had experiences themselves with isolation 
torture in dutch prisons, by continuing their resistance against the attacks on 
their identity by the prsion system. Although they are still standing quite on their 
own, it is already starting to rumble: the discussion about prison struggle which 


had a revival during the time René was inside, has now, together with the mobilisation 


for the HS, taken a more continuous form. The prisoners themselves are also 
starting to organise against the changes which will become very concrete both for 
them and for us, with the building of 6 modern prisons before 1991. 

Prisons in which psychological control and manipulation will be the most important 
weapons against prisoners, along the lines of the imported model of the "modern" 
western-german prisons 'Weiterstadt' and 'PlUrzensee', including isolation wings. 


The national demonstration in Amsterdam on [5th of April was lively and strong. 
Not like other demonstrations which become walking tours after a while; at this 
demonstration around 350/400 people shouted a lot of slogans and had a lot of banners 


and flags. A van was transmitting what the demo was about and people were handing out 


leaflets to people standing by. At the end the pigs walking in front were surprised 
when the demo suddenly turned the other way. A small group of people came running 
from around the corner, climbed on the balcony of the Royal Palace on Dam Square 
and hung up a huge banner. Fists in the air, everybody joined in the slogans; the 
pigs did not (dare to) react. 

The main slogan was "Isolation is murder, right of association now", but the 
mobilisation leaflet and the contributions which were read also pointed to the 
position of refugees, the development of western european repression and fighting 
together internationally. 

There was also a mobilisation call-up for the international demonstration in Bonn 
on 30th of April. That day small groups of people from different cities in NL. went 


to Bonn, despite the heavy control by the german paramilitairy police at the entrance 


roads, forming a block of around 30 dutch people. It was a strong experience and 
created a good bond to walk in an international demonstration under the slogan: 
fight together, association now! 
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with more authority; the decisions have already been taken: the computers are 

being coupled, the poor and the socially useless are being retrenced and with 

might and main there is being worked on having the six large high-tech prisons 

ready in time. 

The attempts to the resocialisation of prsisoners which was initiated in the 

seventies have failed, of course. For, how couuld a criminal system make "criminals" 

change their mind? The conclusion which is drawn isn't the abolition of prisons and 
making society more just, however on the contrary the conclusion is building more 
prisons with even less possibilities for the prisoners. You can judge a society 

by its prisons!; 

+ more than before the new prisons are arranged by the principal of divide and rule, 
whereby some prisoners recieve privileges ("basis regime plus") and other prisoner 
recieve punishment ("no nonsense regime"). With this, 'JUstice' tries to propagate 
a tell tale mentality. 

~ the new prisons have isolation wings just like the one in Stammheim (high security 
compartments). Implicitly the existance of these has been admitted by Van der 

2 Goorbergh (from the ministry of "Justice" In a national newspaper on the 8th-of 
April): "our prison system would not have had an answer to the RAF at that time". 
And it's clear which groups can replace the name RAF in the dutch sistuation, for 
instance the perilous anti-militarists from the 'VAK-mobiel' (the mobile action 
peace camp) agaisnt whom ‘Justice’ only recently used Law art, 140 (imported from 
WG and made compulsory through European agreements), or against prisoners who are 
not obeying enough. 

- with the opening up of ‘Leeuwarden’ it has already become clear that with regards 
to censorship of newspapers and personal mail a harder line has been chosen: for 
instance, the prisoners are not allowed to read the "BWO-nieuws" anymore, 

These forms of isolation, censorship and divide and rule aren't just typical for 

the six new prisons, but also for the general development of society with regards 

to a process directing towards a united Europe, a process which was agreed on years 

ago. ... We cannot fet) stop the madness. What we can do is to give a voice to our 

anger and to concretely slow down their projects of destruction. With actions like 
the ones we did we want to break through the powerlessness which holds almost 
everyone in waiting and obedience. 

Resistance is worldwide. Our love to all prisoners. 

Autonomous Command Don't Worry, Be Angry" 


The brochure about the occupation of the EC-office in Brussel will come out in 
July in German. You can order it from us through our normal mailing address. 
Concerning prison struggle: one of the few organisations in NL. which is involved 
in this without state involvement, parliamentarism or subsidies is the so-called 
"Bond voor Wetsovertrederd" (BWO, association for law-breakers). 

A small (too ...) group of people which supports and visits prisoners and which 
gives out a monthly newspaper. This BWO-nieuws is filled mainly by prisoners them- 
selves. 

The address: Postbus 815 3500AV Utrecht (0)30 - 332947 


STILL 
HERE 


SUPPORT 
PRISONERS 
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imprisonment) by the 7 inside the St.Gilles prison and the solidarity outside. 

At the same time as«the occupation in Bruxelles, there was an occupation of a Liberal 
newspaper in Copenhagen and of the German consulate in Arhus (DK). In the week after 
the occupation the Belgian consulates both in BERN and in Copenhagen, the belgian 
airline company Sabena in Ziirich and the Chamber of Commerce in Bielefeld were 
attacked with paint and stones. In Hamburg and Disseldorf there were rallies in 
front of the belgian consulates. 

The action wasn't over, especially as long as there were still people inside. 

When a group of people returned to Bruxelles for a visit to the prisoners and a 
prison demonstration, they were again arrested and terrorised by the belgian cops. 
The cops had hoped to frighten off further actions in Bruxelles and were frustrated 
that it didn't seem to work that way. -Background for the decision to also release 
the last 7, was due mainly to pressure from the west~german state, which had hoped 
for a collapse of the political mobilisation after the calling off of the HS by the 
prisoners on the 12th of May, and not a revival of this mobilisation. 

The action has been evaluated together, the result will be a- brochure which will 
come out in the beginning of July. 

At the end of this article we will include the communique by the groups that did 

the occupation, except for the complete demands of the hungerstriking prisoners of 
AD, RAF and resistance from WG, the fighting women in Berlin/Plétzensee, the eight 
Kurdish people in WG prisons, the prisoners from Guadeloupe in France and those from 
Portugal, which were originally included in the communique. 


Although the occupation in Bruxxelles came too late to be able to put any direct 


pressure on the WG state with regards to carrying through the demands of the prisoners, 


it does give a direction, an orientation, on which the western european resistance 
can continue to work on. Here in Holland it was, for the support group, the break- 
through from the burocratical and planned solidarity work, to a much more offensive 
political solidarity. The criticism, afterwards, by groups that felt excluded 
because they had not been informed, once again made the heart of the problem clear, 
that isolated positions by which one group is digging itself in at the cost of the 
other will have to be broken by ourselves. 
Instead of a fire brigade policy (i.e. only reacting on confrontations which are 
forced on us) we will have to work on putting more continuity into the struggle 
which we pick up. 

To create more cohesion and to abolish rivalry. It is clear that we must succeed 

in this by going into discussion on the basis of concrete initiatives. But not only 
within the scene have we encountered limits, the political developments which have 
been initiated by the European unification form a preventive barrier more and more, 
making it difficult for us to even imagine a militant perspective. We will have to 
go into the offensive, the bosses of Europe themselves have said: "We will have to 
be ready before the contradictions (between rich-poor; man-woman; black-white) start 
to internationalize", 

The hard line of the different States towards revolutionary initiatives or groups 
such as the prisoners is typical for the "new" philosofy of the unification. They 
see it as an unstoppable progressive force. 

For us there is not only the strong necessity to organise internationally and to 
come together more closely, moreover it is a clear conclusion from the experiences 
which we have made the last few years. 

The HS in WG has been called off, the struggle for the right of association and 
against isolation will continue, because the programs of isolation against prisoners 
in all of western europe still exist. Consequently a lot of support groups in WG 
have decided to continue their work with information, visits, letters and actions. 
That this development doesn't stay restricted to WC but also works out for Holland 
becomes clear by the attack which was done on 12th June against the prison which 

is being built in Hoorn. The Sabotage action was pointed against the company which 
is building the prison, The "storage trailers" were burned out and as a result of 
the heat also 32 windows of the prison were broken. The action caused hundreds of 
thousands of guilders in damage. The cops reacted immediately by saying that the 
opening on the 26th of Aug. would not be delayed. 

From the communique: 

"While the political parties are preparing themselves for the Euro elections ... 
and a lot of active people ask themselves if maybe they shouldn't vote this time 

in order to give a signal that they want progressive policy and a european parliament 
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their research findings with their USA 
Army counterparts. 

Consider also the callous ati- 
tude displayed by top military officials 
toward veterans suffering from the after- 

` effects of exposure to Agent Orange and 
radiation from nuclear weapons tests. 

In fact, since the end of WWII, 
over 200 experimental BW tests have 
been conducted on civilians and military 
personnel in the USA, One example was 
: the test spraying from September 20-26, 
1950, of bacillus globigi and syraccus 
maracezens over 117 sq. miles of the San 
Francisco area, causing pneumonia-like 
infections in many of the residents. The 
family of one elderly man who dicd in 
the test sued the governments,but lost. To 
this day syraccus is a leading cause of 
death among the clderly in the SF arca. 
Another case was the joint Ammy/CIA 
BW test in 1955, still classified, in which 
an undisclosed bacteria was released in 
the Tampa Bay region of Florida, causing 
a dramatic increase in whooping cough 
infections, including 12 deaths. A third 
example was the July 7-10, 1966, release 
of a bacteria throughout the New York 
subway system, conducted by the US 
Army's Special Operations Division. Due 
to the vast number of people exposed it 
would be virtually impossible to identify, 
let alone prove, any specific health prob- 
lems resulting directly from this test. 

So, despite the loyalty of the 
vast majority of US military personnel 
toward their country, clearly there are 
some military officials who have very 

` different intentions, and they occupy high 
enough positions to impose their priori- 
ties on military programs and get away 
with it, so far. The first detailed charges 
tegarding AIDS as a BW weapons ۵ 
published in the "Patriot" newspaper in 
New Delhi, India on July 4, 1984, It is 
hard to say where the investigations of 
this story in the Indian press might have 
led, if they had not been sidetracked by 
two major disasters shortly thercafter: the 
assassination of Indira Gandhi on Octo- 
ber 31 and the Bhopal Union Carbide 
plant “accident" that killed several thou- 
sand and injured more than 200,000 on 
De 6۲ 3. 


` The AIDS epidemic emerged 
„full-blown in the three’ US cities with 
° “organized gay communities" before be- 
„ing reported elsewhere, including Haiti or 
° Africa, so it is epidemiologicaily impos- 
‘sible for either of those countries to be 
` the origin point for the US infections. 
ac. EX Another indication that AIDS 
~ had multiple origin points is that the 14- 
+ month doubling time of the discase can- 
?; Mot nearly account for the current number 
~~ OF cases if we assume only a small num- 
ber of initial infections Starting in the late 


1970s, 
3 Before you dismiss the possibil- 


ity that a US army BW facility would 
Participate in genocide, bear in mind that 
hundreds of top nazis were imported into 
key positions in the USA military intel- 
ligence establishment following WWII. 
US military priorities were then rcori- 
ented from defeating nazis to "defeating" 
communism at any cost, and strengthen- 

- ing military control of economic and for- 
eign policy decisions. (Sce "Project Pa- 
perclip” by Clarence Lasby, Athencum 
214, NY, and "Gehlen: Spy of the Cen- 
tury" by EH Cookridge, Random House.) 
There’s no proof those nazis ever gave up 
their long-term goals of conquest and 
genocide, just because they changed 
countries. Fascism was and is ùn interna- 
tional phenomenon, 

It’s not as if this was a total re- 
versal of previous US military policy, 
however, Hitler claimed to have gotten 
his inspiration for the “final solution" 
from the extermination of Native Ameri- 
cans in the USA. For that matter, the first 
example of germ warfare in the US was 
in 1763 when some of the European 
colonists gave friendly Natives a number 
of blankets that had been infected with 
smallpox, causing many deaths. 

One indication of the actual US 
military priorities regarding BW was the 
importation of the entire Japanese germ 
warfare unit following WWII. These 
pcopic killed over 3000 POWs, including 
many Americans, in a varicty of grisly 
experiments, yet they were granted com- 
plete amnesty and given American mili- 
lary positions in exchange for sharing 
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The incidence of AIDS infec- 
tions in Africa coincides exactly with the 
locations of the massive WHO smallpox 


ducting the vaccinations may have been’ 
was“; 


Rha yi 


“Ethnic weapons" that would strike çet- 
tain racial groups more heavily than oth-.. 
ers have been a long-standing US Army 
BW objective. (Harris and Paxman, pi 
265.) Under the current US administra- ; 
tion, biological warfare research spend- 
ing has increased 500%, primarily in the 
arca of genetic engineering of new dis- 
ease organisms. The "discovery" of the 
AIDS virus (HTLV3) was announced by 


“Dr. Robert Gallo at the National Cancer 
Institute, which is on the grounds of Fort 
Detreck, Maryland, a primary US Amy 


-biological warfare research facility. Ac- . 


‘tually, the AIDS virus looks and ‘acts 
` much more like a cross between a bovine 
-leukemia virus and a sheep visna (brain- 
fot) virus, cultured in a human cell cul- 
. ture, than any virus of the HTLV group. 
„The closest thing in this case to a 
"smoking test tube" so far is the AIDS 
virus itself. If it was possible for such a 
monstrosity to occur naturally it would 
‘have done so ages ago and decimated 
„humankind at that time. Some other life 
form would presently be in control of this 
planct (assuming that is not already the 
case). 
The Hepatitis B vaccine study in 
1978 appears to have been the initial 
_ means of planting the infection in New 
York City. The test protocol specified 
non-monogamous males only, and homo- 
sexuals received a different vaccine from 
heterosexuals. At least 25-50% of the 
first reported NY AIDS cases in 1981 
had received the Hepatatis B test vaccine 
in ۰76۰ By 1984, 64% of the vaccine re- 
cipients had AIDS, and the figures on the 
current infection rate for the participants 
-of that study are held by the US Depart- 
ment of Justice; and are “unavailable.” 


و 
ce the ۰‏ 
epitome of paranoia to accuse the mili- ۰‏ 
tary of conspiring to exterminate citizens. ©‏ 
of their own country, and even some of .:‏ 
their own troops. However, the vast ma- - ;‏ 

jority of military personnel ‘could be 


۱ AIDS as biological and psychological warfare 


It is bard to imagine that a cure for AIDS 


would be withheld for economic reasons 

alone. Could there be some other reason? ... 
Despite repeated denials from 

Defense Department officials, allegations ` 


persist that AIDS is a genetically altered 


vius, which has been deliberately re- 


leased to wipe out homosexuals and/or 


non-whites in the USA and reduce popu». 


lations in 3rd world countries, =: 
At first glance it seems 


completely unaware of such a plot in 
their midst, while a relative handful of 
traitors in key positions could conduct it 
under cover of classified operations. And 
the circumstantial evidence is actually 
quite compelling that the AIDS virus was 
artificially engineered and planted in sev- 
eral different locations at about the same 
lime through vaccination programs, and 
possibly blood bank contaminations. ۱ 

At a House Appropriations 
hearing in 1969, the Defense Depan- 
ment's (BW) Biological Warfare division 
requested funds to develop, through 
gcre-splicing, a new discase that would 
both resist and break down a victim’s 
immune system. "Within the next 5 to 10 
years it would probably be possible to 
make a new infective micro-organism 
which could differ in certain important 
respects from any known disease-causing 
organisms. Most important of these is 
that it might be refractory to the im- 
munological and therapeutic processes 
upon which we depend to maintain our 
relative freedom from infectious dis- 
case." (Sce "A Higher Form of Killing: 
The Secret Story of Chemical and Bio- 
sogical Warfare" by R Harris and J Pax- 


man, p 266, Hill and Want, publishers.) 


The funds were approved. ° 


ADS appeared witiin the 122 | 
quested time frame, and has the exact - 


characteristics that were specified. 


In 1972, the World Health Or- — 


ganization published a ‘similar proposal: 
"An attempt should be made to ascertain 
whether viruses can in fact exert selective 
effects on immune function, eg, by 
affecting T-cell function as opposed to 


B-cell function. The possibility should _ 


also be looked into ‘that the immune re- 
sponse to the virus itself may be impaired 


if the infecting virus damages. more ۲ 


less selectively the cells responding to 
the viral antigene.” (Bulletin of the 
WHO, vol. 47, p 257-274.) This is a 
clinical descripuion of the function of the 
AIDS virus. 
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it into vaccination programs are available 
but intricate. It is beyond the scope of 
this report to present a crash course in vi- 
rology, epidemiology, genetic engineer- 
ing, and the military strategies of inter- 
national fascism. Readers are encouraged 
to obtain and study the references cited 
here, and demand a full inquiry. The offi- 
cials who are actually involved in 
coverup will reveal it by their inaction 
when pressed lo investigate. 

Evil is hard to confront, espe- 
cially on the preposterous scale we have 
here. If you acknowledge the presence of 
those who think their.only hope for the 
survival of their kind is to kill off two- 
thirds of all the other kinds, and their 
ability to manage it, you then pretty 
much have to do something about it. 

Three good sources, each of 
which lists many other key references, 
are; Covert Action Information Bulleun 
#28 ($5), Box 50272, Washington, DC 
20004; Bio-Attack Alert ($20), Dr Robert 
Strecker, 1501 Colorado Blvd, LA, CA 
90041; Radio Free America #16 by Dave 
Emery and Nip Tuck (3 tapes, $10), 
Davkore Company, 1300-D Space Park 
Way, Mountain View, CA 94043. 

-- from Waves Forest 
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inspiring fear and mistrust between pco- 
ple, and scaring them away from relating 
to each other at the basic level of sexual- 
ity. It is acting as a barrier to the at- 
tempted cultural resurgence toward 
peace, love and co-operation. OF high 
school students surveyed last year as to 
which decade they’d most like to have 
grown up in, 90% chose the 60s. The last 
thing pro-war fascists want is another 
“love generation,” especially if it is more 
politically sophisticated than the last one. 
Apparently homosexuals were 
an initial target in the USA because their 
sexual pracuces would help in the rapid 
spread of the disease, and because it was 
correctly assumed that very few non- 
homosexual citizens would pay much at- 
tention during the early years of the epi- 
demic. Also, the stigma of a "homosexual 
disease” would interfere with rational 
analysis and discussion of AIDS. Bear in 
mind that homosexuals were among the 
first to be exterminated in Nazi Germany, 
before Jews or other minorities, so fewer 
citizens would object. 
The details of precisely how the 
AIDS virus was synthesized, mass cul- 
tured, and then spread by incorporating 


_ The Soviet press picked up the 
story in October 1985, making it easy for 
US Defense Department spokespeople to 
dismiss the charges as "Soviet propa- 
ganda,” cven though many other coun- 
ics carried it, The Sovicts recently re- 
tracted the charges, in the new spirit of 
USA/USSR cooperation. 

A variation on the AIDS BW 
theory that is popular in far-right publi- 
cauons is that AIDS was developed in 
Soviet laboratories for usc against the 
USA, An obvious problem with this idea 
is that the victims of choice of a Soviet 
BW allack would be anti-communists, 
not minorities Or homosexuals, who are 
generally more left-wing. The people at 
greatest risk from AIDS in the USA are 
in fact the very elements most disliked by 
arch-conservatives. In any case, it is sim- 
plistic to assume that one country, USA 
or USSR, is conducting this campaign 
against the other. Although concealed in 
apparent conflicts between nations, the 
real culprits are multinational fascists on 
both “sides” still bent on massive popu- 
lation reductions and global domination. 

Other motives include the old 
“divide and conquer" principle: AIDS is 


nate 
sary 


` 


33 


0 I OY 


LE 


3 
3 


or ti 


> 
P: 


thos 


Or 


= 

Fa 

ord 

1 43 

“A 2 

riod a 

> E 
wart 5 
nna 2 
ی نز بل‎ ty ha 
2 tot 


rs 


Le 


r 


o 


rs ae 


¥, 
Pri 


a 
~~ 
7 
aa 
11 
d 


ws a کح‎ ed 
ey > e4 ‘r4 
a 4h Sa ye کر‎ 
Mr bas بر نا‎ oH 
واه‎ Fea om gi 
= T Oop u نژ‎ ۳3 
بو فد الا‎ i+ شا‎ >) 
D » i ۶ pe 
Pet DY Dm -m 
Saeed O TT DD 4s 1 
Beri 4D Cy 475 wt aS 
۲ به‎ gy 09 G9 +) 
Ma Mert C22 op 
Gob om m st ed aS 
se ha U F4 44 بو دب‎ Ci 
QD Oa ag pe) 
Tt mq Wo pe 
m 4 Sa نهر‎ Eu دم‎ 
oUt yg de od ob ot 1 
HG Seto بر‎ TY 
Som تهب‎ D m 
20 Hb mot 
A Pmt E 
HOS Qe زل‎ 
fond I کر با‎ 
a TS toe od 
ay Lob sg + 
بت‎ Fed KD ¢ 


firm 
ry 
i 


pan It 

= مت‎ ۱0 
Oat dh 

پم هد ty‏ 


4 


ee 
Y; 
é 
k 


i 
ly 


RAT 


2 
بر‎ ri 4 
پم را‎ F4 of 
42 Gm Wo 
4 wo Bord f 
i ۲ Mt My مج‎ 
1 Sad 
oo 
a 
چیپ‎ 
و‎ 


rl 
of 
۱ = 


a 
T 


2 


:۱1 2 


ait 


5 
4 


1 


= 


iv 


reso 


> 


ed t 


© 


eit 


its 
mond i Lions 


¥ pr 


thie 


x 


Ln 
rg 1 


ng 


nt 


A 


2 


lii wW 


۷ morn 


“7 A 
& 


Ag 
ad, 


nd 


victim of the crime!!! , ۱ ۱ 
A few days before the demonstrations the office of the lawyer was painted with 


slogans. 


27.4: action against KEMA and SEP in Arnhem, representatives of the atom lobby. 
Slogans were painted and the locks were glued. 

5.5: national liberation day (WWII), but on this day 100 people went to Schiphol, 
the national airport near Amsterdam, in support of about 40 refugees who were 
being kept prisoner until they were to be sent back to where they came ۰ 
Amongst them were 16 Tamils from "Sri Lanka", they took up a hungerstrike in 
order to enforce their request for asylum. On the 15th of May they succeeded 
in escaping (they expected to be sent out the Friday thereafter). Another 7 
people succeeded in escaping. Except for one, who broke a leg and who was 
caught again, all were safe. 

27.5: 6000 people demonstrated. in Rotterdam against the plans of, minister Heerma, 
after a week of actions. The plans to cut on rent subsidies and to increase 
the rent mean the demolition of social housing; for instance Heerma wants 
to force people to go and live in a cheaper house if he thinks they are 
living in a house which is too expensive for them. 

29,5: action against the german consulate in Amsterdam with paint and slogans; pointed 
against the eviction of the caravan-camp in the Hafenstrasse in Hamburg. The 
slogans and the statement whcih was given out later, spoke of the connections 
between city building both in Hamburg and in Amsterdam. 

6.6: The "Command Delay of Execution" smashed in the windows of the appartment of 
۲۰ van Eeks, head of the Foreign Police in Assen (northeast of NL) and member 
of the PID (police intelligence service, the guys who perform the field work 
for the BVD, the national security service). The group gives this pryer a 
piece of his own shit by breaking his anonimity. 

"Strength, solidarity and phantasy conquers the cops machinery". 

6.6: Demonstration in Assen agaisnt 175 year celebration of the Marechaussee (the 
military police), which will become the European Police Army. Later there was 
a blockade of the city hall agaisnt which the cops reacted harshly, however 
they were covered with coffee. ۱ 
During the night some people threw paint, wood branches and other rubbish into 
the swimming pool where, the following day, thse military coppers wanted to 
show how fast they can swim. 


11/12.@3 "storage trailers" belonging to a company which is building the new prison 
in Hoorn, were set on fire. This action was claimed by the Autonomous Command 
"Don't worry, be angry" which had also claimed responsibility for the arson 
attack on the cops office in Mijdrecht. (see the hs~article) 

12,6: In Den Haag the propaganda office for the Euro campaign was attacked, a window 
was smashed in and paint was thrown inside. In Nijmegen two info stands about 
the Euro elections were covered with paint. One person was arrested. 

15.6: The locks of election offices were glued in Groningen. This caused a delay for 
the elections and a total damage of ۰ 
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List of actions during the last 5 months which we haven't mentioned anywhere else 
EE vr we ven © mentioned anywhere else 


At the Ist of Jan. Kees Koning and Co van Melle were arrested on the military air 


base Woensdrecht after they had attacked some NF5 jet-fighters with splitting~axes. 
By doing this, they protested the delivery/gift of these planes to Turkye by the 
dutch state, with regards to the mass murder on the Kurdish people by the Turkish 
fascist regime. Ther motivations were mainly based on their christian religion. 
Kees Koning used to be an army chaplain and Co van Melle is a medical doctor. 

There was consideralbe damage, 

At the 9th of Feb, they had to go to court in Breda, outside there were about 

350 sympathisers waiting. Both activists were released. ۱ 
During the night before Ad and Roland tried to dismantle anti-aircraft rockets on 
the airforce base 'Gilze-rijen’, they smashed up about 10 Hawk rockets. 

Roland was released after a few days, but Ad recieved 30 days in custody. Later he 
was sentenced to 6 months imprisonment. 

29th March - 3rd April the "VAK-mobiel” took place in Rotterdam. The "VAK-mobiel" 
is the continuation of the Peace Action Camp (Vredes Aktie Kamp) whcih used to take 
place in Woensdrecht. For more than one year they have been blockading a military 
object or base, every month, and having 4 to 5 day action periods every three months. 
This time it was the harbor of Rotterdam. 

It leg to heavy criminalisation: use of riot police, plain clothes police and marines 
who followed the 20 activists 24 hours per day, even in the trams and on bicycle. 
The camp was bugged constantly. The people held pickets and demonstrations, slogans 
were painted and they executed small sabotage actions against companies involved in 
military production. 

On the 24th of March Kees Koning again destroyed some jet-fighters and again he 

was arrested. On the 3lst of May he was finally released. Ad was released on the 

18 th of May. 


Around the 15th of Jan. 26 bank windows were smashed in Blerick (limburg). 

Total damage was around ۶25,000, The slogan which was graffitied on the bank said: 
"Money destroys more than we like". ' 

On the 24th of Jan. seven large windows of a bank in Venlo were destroyed. Another 
bank was set on fire. Here the slogan read: "Worldbank = Mass murder”. 


1.3: The maexican embassy was graffitied because of the abuse and rape of 20 lesbian 
women by cops in Guadalajara in Mexico. 

8.3: Slogans were graffitied against the Royal Navy because of their advertising 
campaign mobilising women to join the navy. The action was done by the radical 
Women's group "Better mad that depressed". 

۱6/۱7۰3: The Revolutionary Command "Marinus van der Lubbe” expressed its solidarity 

with the peoples of Palestine, Eire, Euskadi, Kurdistan, Middle Amderica, 
Azania and with Aborigines, Maori and all other oppressed (native) peoples 

in the first through the fifth worlds. The action was directly pointed 
against an anti-terrorist congress in Leiden, and indirectly against the 
united Europe and in support of the demands of the fighting prisoners in FRG. 


On the 30th of Jan, all over the country women spread hundreds of thousands of Letters 
about the gene passport. The letters asked people to co-operate in a genetic test. 
This was an action agaisnt the current development in the field of gene technology, 

in which the capitalist society determines which children are allowed to be born and 
which children are not. 

On the 2lst of April approximately 50 women picketed a congress in Amsterdam. The 
congress was about developments concerning the gene passport. 

On the 19th of May slogans were painted on the building of TNO in Rijswijk, the 
national research institute which is very active in the field of bio and gene tech. 

On the same date the witch night was held in Den Haag. There a lot of slogans were 
painted about violence against women and about city building. 

On the 12th of June demonstrations were held in Amsterdam and Groningen (Respectively 
500 and 100 women) against the right of contact for rapists and/or culprits of incest. 
Immediate cause for the demo's was a case of a father who had raped ‘his’ daughter, 

he was convicted to 10 months imprisonment including the prohibition to have contact 
with his daughter and her child. This bastard went to the High Court demanding the 
right of contact with the child. His lawyer, Spong, stated that the rapist has the 
right to a "normal" father-child relation and that the schild should not become the 
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